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A selection from a host of gruesome events that occured‘;n Malaya dunng the Japanese Occupatlon







FIHM UU KANG

DRERRZLUZER. HELVHRZHE.

A selection from a host of gruesome events that occured in Malaya during the Japanese Occupation.



e This booklet is dedicated to
FEF A A TR F o B all those who lost their lives

at the hands of Japanese Fascism.
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PREFACE

During his recent visit to Singapore, Prime Minister Toshiki
Kaifu of Japan expressed regrets for the atrocities committed
by the Japanese army in South East Asia during World
War II. He hoped that future generations will not repeat
the mistakes of their predecessors.

Although it was a relief to hear it, the apology came
rather late, considering that it has been some fifty years
since the war. The apology was made not out of total
sincerity, it was partly compelled by circumstances. This
is true to the Japanese characteristics of narrow-mindedness
and insularity.

When the Japanese invasion ended with defeat in mainland
China, the Chinese government announced that they
would not seek compensation, and they repatriated tens
of thousands of exhausted Japanese prisoners-of-war to
their homeland. That shows the broadmindedness of the
Chinese which is in direct contrast to the Japanese.

One sunny day in 1945, when | heard that Emperor
Hirohito had announced that Japan had surrendered
unconditionally to the Allies, | immediately thought of
putting down in record the brutalities committed by the
Japanese army. Besides contributing to history, such a
record could be used to teach future generations not to
repeat the mistakes. After toiling for months, the task
was completed. However, due to poor facilities, the printrun
and sale of the book were limited. Hence, it failed to
achieve the aim of reaching to a wide readership.

Fortunately, Professor Nakahara Michiko of Japan
accidentally discovered a copy of the book, which had
been out-of-print for half a century, in a second-hand
books store in the Netherlands. Overjoyed, she bought it
at a high price. Through friends in the press, she located
me and expressed her wish to translate and publish the
book in Japanese, so that the new generation in Japan
could be told the truth. I expressed my support without
hesitation. The Japanese edition was published in 1990.



The Chinese Xin Hua Press and the Japanese news media
responded quickly, bringing the book to the attention of
people from various walks of life.

Mr Kuninobu Toda from the Kyodo News Service
and Mr Hiroki Izawa from the The Asahi Shimbun came
separately to see me to find out the motive behind publishing
the book, its content and its potential effects. Singapore
Broadcasting Corporation interviewed me for its documentary
‘Focus 30’. There were also full and short articles, together
with sketches from the book, in various newspapers, including
Lianhe Zaobao, Lianhe Wanbao, Shin Min Daily News,
The Straits Times and Xin Bao. People have been calling
me up to find out where they could find a copy of the
book, for which I have no answer.

During this embarrassing time, someone came to my rescue.
Global Arts & Crafts Pte Ltd a subsidiary of World Scientific
Publishing, run by Prof K K Phua approached me about

publishing a volume in both Chinese and English to
meet the demand of people concerned with war and
peace.

I would like to add that the activities of the Japanese
army depicted in this book did not occur in Malaya only,
but also in China, Korea and other parts of South East
Asia. There were even more atrocious scenes which are
not included due to my limited ability.

I would like to dedicate this book to the innocent victims
and to those who suffered much humiliation during the
War.

LIU KANG
May 10, 1991
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FOREWORD

During their 3!/ years of occupation in Malaya, the Japanese
were seen in their true colours. They were inhumanly
cruel, viciously mean, and ridiculously egoistical. The
world has heard of their atrocities but there are many
aspects of their twisted “culture” of which the world
remains yet in ignorance. The author makes a collection
of some of the incidents that happened during this period
and through the kind co-operation of artist Liu Kang,
records them in a series of sketches. This booklet is the
first of its kind and is intended to supplement the information
provided by the press and radio broadcasts.

THE AUTHOR
Feb 1946.
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BEFORE AND NOW

The Japanese Army entered Singapore on 15.2.42. as
conquerors. The supercilious behaviour of every rank
and file was remarkable. They never expected that one
day they would have to play the role of the vanquished.
September 5 of 1945 saw the “Total Collapse” of their
bombastic “Front”.
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CONCENTRATION CAMP
MASSACRES

Soon after the Jap occupation, all the Chinese were
concentrated in selected camps. Approximately 75,000
of them were removed from these camps and massacred
for no other reasons than that they were Chinese.
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THE OMEN

When the Japanese H.QQ. took over Fort Canning after
the fall, their first act was to hoist the “Rising Sun”. It
was observed that each time the flag went up, it was torn
to shreds. After repeated failures, they had to be satisfied
with putting up a pole by the side of the hill and tying
their flag to it. The Chinese regarded it as an omen that
the regime would not last long.
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TORTURE FOR LISTENING-IN

Soon after the fall of Singapore, rumours spread among
the population that the British would stage a come-back
before X'mas, 1942. Hope was running high and a great
number of people secretly tuned in to England and America
radio broadcast, despite a ban by the Jap. Breach of this
law meant arrest, torture and most likely death. The
punishment was usually in the form of two sharp pencils
poked through the ears, with the offender tied to a chair.
The protruding ends of the pencils would then be driven
into the ears.
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NIPPON “CULTURE”

Jap soldiers were frequently seen urinating in public in
most crowded throughfare. One day, a Japanese soldier
wanted to catch a trolley bus, but at the same time, he
felt the pressing need to “answer the call of nature”. He
accomplished both simply by jumping onto the moving
bus and answering the “call” from the steps of the bus.
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JAPANESE KUMIAI

All the material wealth in Malaya, especially Singapore,
was centred at the Japanese Kumiai. The object, it was
alleged, was co-prosperity by an even distribution of goods
among the whole population irrespective of race or colour.
The result was certainly prosperity for the Japanese!
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ANOTHER FORM OF TORTURE

[t is impossible to enumerate the various forms of torture
invented by the Japs. To force confession etc., the offender
was sometimes tied up and put in a big pan of water,
which was slowly heated up until the person lost
consciousness. He was then removed from the pan and
revived. The process of partial boiling and reviving was
repeated until the person either confessed or died.
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JAPANESE EMPLOYEES

Success of the female applicants for any office vacancy
depended not on competence but on looks and height.
Being quite short, the Japanese could not bear any subordinate
taller than them.
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HUMAN SATAI

The Japanese drove cars in a manner that had to be seen
to be believed. One day, a military lorry carrying sharp
iron poles and driven by a Jap turned a corner into one of
the crowded streets of Kuala Lumpur. The sharp poles
pierced several pedestrians, making “Satais” of them.
(Note — satais are pieces of meat on a skewer and roasted
over a fire. It is a favourite dish of the Malays.)
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HEADACHE

Thousands of deaths are untraceable. One can just imagine
the unenviable position of the Insurance Manager who is
confronted with innumerable claims for which no evidence

can be produced.
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HUMAN TURKEY

Inhumane tortures, unknown to history, were inflicted
on those that were arrested by Japanese. “Offenders”
were tied by their legs and left suspended upside down for
hours. They were flogged and whipped at intervals. A
friend of mine was so tortured on X'mas Day, 1944. He
now calls himself the “Human Turkey”.
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of such a famous tiger at the Zoo.
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THE BATTLE

Simians versus Sun Gods

Japanese propaganda was by and large ridiculous and
much of it was simply childish; it quite deserved the
epithet “PROPERGANDER’ which many gave it. For
instance, in all apparent sincerity the Japs never tired of
telling us that Hirohito was the descendant of the SUN-
GOD and they themselves’ his children. Consequently.
they said, Japan was certain to win the war because it was
fighting against Anglo-Americans, who, by their own
admission, were followers of Darwin and Wallace, and
therefore implicit believers in “natural selection” and
the “survival of the fittest” and “the Devil take the hindmost”,
and had elected, according to the teachings of no less an
authority than their Bishop Barnes of Birmingham, “to
be direct descendants of Monkeydom”. “Simians they
declare themselves to be, and as Simians we shall treat
them and conquer them,” said the Japanese proper-ganders.
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“OFF WITH THEIR HEADS”
(as the Queen said in Alice in

Wonderland)

In the Malayan War, the Japs were definitely known to
have broken every code of both man and God. An officer
was known to have boasted that he had decapitated 79 of
the surrendered British, Australian, and Indian Troops.
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HOUSES OF PLEASURE

“Comfort Parties” were a necessary adjunct to the Japanese
Army. One of the first acts of the Japs was to round up all
known prostitutes and then sorted them into the different
grades for servicing the different ranks of officers and
men! In one place a church was turned into a “House of
Pleasure”.
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PEDAL YOUR OWN RICKSHAW

Apart from massacres and other atrocities, the Japs made
a practice during the early days of occupation of insulting
the Chinese on every possible occasion. In Singapore,
the area around Havelock Road became notorious in this
respect. Should a husband a wife dare attempt to pass a
sentry without getting down from their rickshaw, the
sentry would force the husband to get down and the
rickshaw coolie to take his seat and beside the wife, and
then make the husband pull the rickshaw with his wife
and coolie in it.
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VERY TYRESOME!

“Black marketing” became the most popular game during
the Jap occupation. It was a game played by young and
old, male and female, rich and poor. Even preachers,
school teachers, and chiefs of the Jap Administration
took part in the game. If they were cunning enough and
very careful, they made fortunes. If they were caught,
they lost everything and got well beaten into the bargain.
Here is an instance. A lorry tyre was stolen from a Jap
military store and sold for $200. After changing hands 17
times in the black market, it was finally sold for $20,000
to the Jap Military Authorities. When the M.P. Department
made investigations into the origin of the tyre, all seventeen
persons involved were rounded up and dealt with. Each
was fined $20,000 and one poor broker who had only
made $20 on the deal had to pay up equally with the rest.






19. 78L&

EmMB/NRERKEAANE, FHHEERE,
MEER—QH, RRMIBTWSMBES 1B
TEFt) EWET, ETXRE, WEHRKM, &
B, EmETERE K.

XTBRAEFAE, HERKXEG, SEHEEN
W, ZRPULELHNR, UM—HFHEA B
BEIMAR, WELKLWET.

SHEER SPITE
A Case for the S.P.C.A.

Officials of the Society For Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals should have been here to see a soldier venting
his spleen against a poor hawker of fouls. What exactly
annoyed the soldier was not elaborated by the spectators
of the incident, but the way the soldier tore the heads
from the fouls and flung the carcasses on the ground
showed insensate rage. For the poor hawker, there was

no redress or compensation.
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“LAMENTATION AND GREAT

MOURNING”
—Matt. 3,3
—Jer. 31, 15

In some instances the the Japs out-Heroded Herod. Here
is an illustration of the Japanese slaying of the Innocents.
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“MAKE ‘EM WAIT”

Many a time, the Military acted as though they considered
themselves above the law. One day, a captain travelling
in an omnibus crowded with passengers coming into town
from Paya Lebar, stopped the bus at Bendemeer, which
was then occupied by Jap officers. This captain ordered
the driver to wait for him while he went inside. It was
two hours before the officer reappeared to resume the
journey.
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PARENTAGE?

During the Jap occupation, many Chinese women were
compelled by circumstances to become the wives of Japanese
officers. Now those women are left to “carry the baby”.
Under what nationality should these issues be registered?
That is the question!
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(A Jap version of “Paddle your own
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“SMACK ME MOTHER, SMACK
ME MOTHER, “SMACK ME
MOTHER, DO!”

—Popular song, 1984.

The Japanese were very ready with their hands. So often
did we see them slapping one another that we began to
think that slapping was their customary method of salutation.
It was quite common to see Japs talking to each other,
and then suddenly break off and go for one another with
hearty smacks. Later we found out that officers smacked
non-commissioned officers, and these in turn smacked
soldiers. The soldiers then took it out of the civilians.
But the poor civilian, having nobody below him to smack,
just had to take it — in the face!
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SELF-SUFFICIENCY

Doubtless you all know the saying’ “living on their own
fat”. Well, that was just what POWS and internees had
to do in Malaya under the Japanese. The results were in
some cases so remarkable that it surprised even the Japs.

One hefty Australian lost fifty pounds in weight in two
months. When all his fat had thus been used up, he only
just managed to cheat Old Man Death by living on his
marrow. This was what was called a “self-sufficiency diet”.

Although the Japs claimed to be very self-sufficient, they
were never known to go the length of living on their fat
or on their marrow. On the contrary, they lived on the
“fat of the land” in Malaya, including that preserved in
the Cold Storage.
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THE SUN-BATH

[ believe it was the Americans who invented “sun-bathing”.
Being great imitators, the Japs, when they got hold of
Malaya, were as fond as children, of “sun-bathing’ those
whom they did not take a fancy to.

“Put him out to sun” seemed to be their one first thought,
against anyone they did not like. And women were not
excluded from this treatment.

Anyone who knows the terrible scorching effect of the
sun over Malaya, shedding its rays from a cloudness blue
sky, can imagine the agony of this “browning-off” treatment.
Burnt pre-crust is about the nearest analogy: the victims
just flaked off their skin under this treatment.
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THOSE “CRUMBS”

(from the rich man’s table)

Under conditions of “plenty,” the rich man’s saying, “the
nearer the bone the sweeter the meat” is an understandable
and likable expression, but in Outram Road Jail, the poor
man’s rejoinder “the nearer the bone the less to eat” was
the awful reality.

The “crumbs” that fell from the tables of the Japanese
jailors, and the offal washed down the drain from the
Japanese kitchen, those were the delicacies the unfortunate
prisoners had to supplement their own fat and marrow
with.
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“POTSHERDS”

Even in the best regulated families, crockery turns to
potsherds. In prison camps in Malaya, the scarcity of
eating utensils became so acute that groups of prisoners
had to eat out of the same plate, pot, or what was left of
a pot or plate. So prisoners had to starve in rotation, at
every meal time, while the first in turn took their share
of what was pushed to them.
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A STROKE A CENT

(Now don’t you invert this, Mr. Printer, and say : “a centa
stroke,” for that would be quite a different thing. The Bishop

did not buy the strokes, they were given to him—Author)

One stroke for every cent of money collected, or alleged
to have been collected, was the torture meted out to
those who were caught assisting or trying to alleviate the
sorry plight of internees during the Japanese occupation.

A pastor, who refused to divulge the names of those who
had contributed to the relief fund, either in goods, clothes
or money, was said to have suffered 250 strokes in the
manner depicted opposite.



o

\
vV “
- n
N
7
5
i
——
.
' N
i
1
R ) T
—
=X A - y
— "o
~—yr—r Yo .3
’ '
s
e e
o
i
- SN YRS . 3
P U e AT LY > v
- » 7
R




30. FEFFAIA

HAME TE#Fsthkpmik, Mmilk., 418
iR T R MM ARMIES, AR IK
BEVE, XEFEA LR EBEBRTHERE
FL. BRFEZ WG R M R i B R AR, fhst7E27
MRFAEEHREEPHELIE, £HRE—EE
HHRE. FAEYAKMHBERTHEEZIE, 3
Ak, ERBRSAANERBLERT. NMBEE: &
—Hi80JC; N HARNE —K300T; LHFT M — @
10007T.

EFPEE SRR ARRERAN, BAH
CEHSPIEHEEMANRSBEE.

PROFITEERING

Great was the ingenuity of the sons of the once “chosen
race” in their self-appointed task of relieving the rest of
mankind of both their earned and unearned increments.

Here the sentry is seen with his back turned, while his
briber plys his trade among the internees of 27 different
nationalities.

Terms were strictly cash. But, when funds were exhausted,
cheques were accepted. Finally, drafts from both London
and New York were accepted by the fortune-hunters.

Prices were, eggs $80 each; coconut sugar (Gula Malacca)
$30 a stick; red palm oil $1,000 a tin.
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“DECORUM MUST BE
OBSERVED”

If you have buttons, decorum demands that you use them
for buttoning.

If you have button-holes but no buttons, then discard
your dress and come naked.

If you have not the sense to do either of these two things,
then, stand to have your nose pulled and your face slapped.
(That was what happened to one of the highest British

officials).

“Decorum must be observed!”
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STRIKES

The Japanese cure for strikes was to strike the strikers.
Whoever separated himself from work under the Japanese
regime stood to have his thumb separated from his palm

and first finger.

To understand this, look at your own hand.
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THE SEARCH FOR NUTRITION

We have all heard of the British Nutritional Research
Bureau, but how many people know that in every intern
camp a re-search bureau was set up?

The duties of the bureau were to re-search every nook
and corner of the camp for overlooked frogs, snails and
hibiscus buds, which might have escaped the notice of
the original search parties sent out at dawn daily to
augment the day’s ration as supplied to internees by the
Japanese.

Observe the delight of these who are just about to capture
an overlooked frog!
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TRAGEDY OF THE
SIAM-BURMA RAILROAD

In their haste to build the Siam-Burma Railway, the Japs
tried the impossible and failed. To understand that failure,
one has only to remember what happened in the Panama
Canal Zone some 30 years ago.

For instance, in 1912, the cost of operating hospitals
throughout the zone was Gold $739,000. In all, 18,000
whites, 14,000 coloured were admitted and discharged
from hospitals. Out-door patients treated at dispensaries

numbered 311,000 whits, 322,000 coloured.

Lacking any such hospital organisation, the loss of some
200,000 and the maiming of the remainder who escaped
death in the Siam-Burma Railway was inevitable.
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A GLORIOUS TOMB

“Sleep on, sleep on, thou mighty dead!
A glorious tomb they've found thee;
The broad blue sky above thee spread,

The boundless ocean round thee.”

Whether or not the Japs knew these noble lines, matters
little. The fact that they sent Australians on their last
journey as depicted opposite remains open to more than

one interpretation.

The incident was recorded as having happened off Garoet,
Java.
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THEY NEVER LOST HOPE

POW:s in working parties were often encountered either
marching or in lorries, going to and from work.

They always seemed cheerful and not afraid of anything.
But, then, Singapore was always reckoned the best place
to be in while the war lasted.
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BIOGRAPHY

1911

1912
1916

1926

1928

1928-33
1929

1 Apr

10 Oct
29 Dec

1 Jan

Born in Yongchun in Fujian Province,
China.

Wuchang Revolution.

Sun Yat-sen elected provisional
president.

Republic of China founded.

Age 6, went to Muar in Malaya with
parents.

Age 15, entered Jinan University
Secondary School in Shanghai; later
joined Shanghai College of Fine Arts
to study Western art.

Graduated from Xinhua University
in Shanghai.

Age 18, studied drawing in Paris.
Selected for Salon d’ Automne in
Paris. Since then, exhibited there
regularly and became a permanent
member.

1933-37
1937 May
7 July
13 Aug
1941
1942

Age 22, became professor of Western
art at Shanghai College of Fine
Arts.

Married Chen Jen Hao’s sister in
Shanghai.

Lugougiao Incident.

Songhu Chinese - Japanese War started.
Returned to Muar with wife Chen
Jen Pin and taught at Chong Hwa
School.

Taught art in Singapore at the
Nanchiau Normal College founded
by Tan Kah Kee.

Japan invaded South-East Asia. Classes
suspended in all Chinese schools.
Opened a hotel cum coffee house in
Muar with friends.

Arrested by the Japanese for
interrogation and later escaped to
Singapore. The hotel which had
operated for 36 months was closed.



1943

1945

1946-58

1949
1952

1957

Looked after a friend’s store which
traded in shoes and suitcases, as well
as working at a film distributor
company.

Japan surrendered and World War II
ended.

Started Morrow Studio at Dhoby
Ghaut dealing with advertising.
Classes resumed in Chinese schools,
went back to teaching. Taught at
Chung Ching Chinese High, Nan Yang
Girls and Nan Hwa till retirement in
1971.

President of the Society of Chinese
Artists in Singapore for 12 years.
Formed Singapore Art Society.
Travelling-cum-drawing in
Indonesia for 4 months.

First art exhibition at Victoria
Memorial Hall and published a book
of drawings.

1969-77

1970

1978-81

1981

1983

1985

Chairman of Singapore National Day
Arts Exhibition Committee for 8 years.
Bestowed the Public Service Award
of the Republic of Singapore.
Chairman of Visual Arts Advisory
Committee of the Ministry of Culture
in Singapore for 3 years.

Ministry of Culture and National Art
Gallery organized Liu Kang exhibition.
Singapore Broadcasting Corporation
produced a documentary on Liu Kang.
Published a collection of paintings
by Liu Kang and selected essays of
Liu Kang.

Exhibition at National History Museum
in Taipei, followed by exhibitions at
Taichung, Tainan and Kaoshiung.
Invited to exhibit in Paris by the French
Artists Association.

Exhibition at Joint Publishing (HK)
Co Ltd in Hong Kong.



1989

Places of travel

Invited to exhibit in Beijing, Shanghai,
Nanjing, Hefei, Fuzhou and other places
in China. But due to the Tiananmen
incident, the plan was postponed.
Exhibition at the Singapore National
Gallery.

Published recent drawings.

Special documentary on Liu Kang
produced by the Ministry of
Community Development.

China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand,
Burma, India, Kashmir, Nepal,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, New
Zealand, Australia, Egypt, Jordan, Israel,
Britain, France, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, Italy, Spain, Netherlands,
Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, Hawaii,
USA and Mexico.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTES

1. The English edition of “ CHOP SUEY ” by Liu Kang

was published in three volumes in January, February
and March, respectively, of 1946; while the Chinese
edition was published in two volumes that April.

. Mr Liu has kept only the first two volumes of the

English edition and the first volume of the Chinese

version. The descriptions in English for Figures 25 to
36 (from Vol. 3 of the English edition) in the present
combined volume were obtained from the South East
Asia Studies Room of the National Library in Singapore.
Volume 2 of the Chinese edition could not be found,
so the relevant sections were translated from the English
and the Japanese editions and were later edited

by Mr Liu.

. The brief biography of Liu Kang in this combined

volume has been revised by the author and has been
slightly expanded compared with that in the Japanese
edition.

Global Arts & Crafts Pte Ltd
May 1991
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